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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 


Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Loaded Issue56 December 1998 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Loaded Issue 56 December 1998 is a magazine comprising advertisements, articles, 
interviews, and reviews of various kinds. The remainder of the magazine comprises 
letters, news, a comic and publishing details. Loaded Issue 56 December 1998 is a 
well produced magazine aimed at men in the 16-30 age group. The articles, features 
and advertisements are clearly targeted at this audience. A wide variety of topics are 
encompassed in the magazine with some articles having sexual overtones and coarse 
language. Sexual matters make up the strongest component of the magazine in that it 
deals with sex in such a manner as to aim to entertain the reader mainly by using 
photographs of females (including full breast nudity) to sell products and by sexual 
innuendo. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in relation 
to the magazine, especially the rights and freedoms outlined in section 14 of the NZBR 
Act. The Classification Office considers that because the publication contains a 
degree of sexual innuendo and coarse language, and some sexually suggestive 
photographs, a restriction on the availability of the magazine is a reasonable limit on 
the freedom of expression, as provided under s5 of the NZBR Act and having regard to 
contemporary community standards. 
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